
 

NEW HIRES: 

Justin Myers - HT1, Erie County 

Scott Lumbatis - HT1, Lorain County 

 

RECLASSES: 

Nick Otterbacher - HT2 to HT3CM, Huron 

County 

John Kwiecien - HT2 to HT3CM, Medina 

County 

Greg O’Connell - HT2 to HT3 CM, Medina 

County 

RETIREMENTS: 

Mike Weiler - TE4, Capital Programs, 31 

years of service 

Brett Wirick - TM2, Richland County, 28 

years of service 

Get to Know… Brett Tieben 
Surveyor 3, Survey Department 

“Since beginning his ODOT career about 2 years ago Brett has 

become a critical member of the survey department leading the 

majority of the field projects and implementing new technology 

for data processing and drafting in the office.  His work ethic, 

professionalism and dedication to this agency and the surveying 

profession has allowed the in-house survey department to con-

tinue to provide quality deliverables in a timely fashion despite 

our understaffed situation.” - Scott Hawkins, Survey Operations 

Manager 

 

FAMILY: Wife, Kimberly; daughter, Madison (18); son, Bryce (16); daugh-

ter, Allie (14); daughter, Lillie (11); and two dogs, Honey Bear and Coco, 

and a cat, Stormie. 

HOBBIES: Classic cars, R/C cars, and golf 

FAVORITE MOVIE: Indiana Jones: The Last Crusade 

FAVORITE TV SHOW: Seinfeld 

FAVORITE RESTAURANT: Outback Steakhouse 

FAVORITE WEBSITE: Ebay 

FAVORITE PLACE TO VISIT: Corvette Museum and Disney World 

MY PET PEEVE IS: Not putting things away where you got them 

THE RINGTONE ON MY CELL IS: Mostly on vibrate 

THE TALENT OR SUPERPOWER I WISH I HAD IS: I wish I could fly 

LEAST FAVORITE CHORE: Dishes 

IF I COULD CHANGE ONE THING ABOUT MYSELF IT WOULD BE: I wish I could remem-

ber a lot more things 

FIRST JOB: New Winchester Golf Course  

BEST ADVICE EVER RECEIVED: Write things down that people tell you. I forget a lot of 

things. 

WHO, LIVING OR DEAD, WOULD YOU MOST LIKE TO HAVE DINNER WITH: All of my 

family members that are no longer here.  

Mike DeWine, Governor | Jack Marchbanks, Director  | Bob Weaver, District Deputy Director 

DISTSRICT 3 

HAS WORKED 

WITHOUT AN INJURY! 

As of 3/06/2020 

Ashland 43 
Days 

Crawford 404 
Days 

Erie 
87  

Days 

Huron 108 
Days 

Lorain 101 
Days 

Medina 226 
Days 

Richland 95 
Days 

Wayne 122 
Days 

District 149 
Days 
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DISTRICT DEPUTY DIRECTOR 

District 3 Team: 

 
I think we can all agree the last few weeks have had a profound 
effect on our lives. Our normal way of life and how we conduct 
business has obviously changed. While what we do hasn’t 
changed, how we do it has. We have all been forced to stop and 
think about how we do our jobs. We now find ourselves muddling 
through to figure out what our new norms need to be to get us 
through this storm.  
 
The changes we’ve recently experienced have focused on keeping 
us safe by preventing the spread of COVID-19 and have helped to 
flatten the curve. We’ve been introduced to some new practices 
like social distancing and teleworking. For the first time some of 
us have heard about and have been introduced to the N-95 mask, 
called into a conference call, or participated in a Skype meeting. 
New to all of us is the order is to limit travel and stay home, only do things that are essential, 
and when we travel at work it must be with one person per vehicle. Through all this change one 
thing has remained the same though, a focus on safety. All these changes are necessary and 
meant to keep us safe. 
 
One change we have implemented is related to how we communicate to you through a district-
wide conference call. I think this type of forum provides an excellent opportunity for questions to 
be asked and answers to be received in real time. I want all of you to be well informed through 
this and I appreciate all who have joined in on the calls. Hopefully you find the calls helpful and 
informative. 
 
While our new safety practices are vitally important, let’s not forget that our regular safety prac-
tices cannot be overlooked. Maintaining our transportation infrastructure is essential and as the 
weather turns, many of us will be out working on the roads and bridges we maintain. In addition 
to practicing social distancing while maintaining our system, remember to wear the proper PPE 
for the task you’re performing, check the work zone to make sure it’s set correctly, latch your 
seatbelt and drop the phone while traveling, and watch out for each other as you work.  
 
As I mentioned on our conference calls, we are essential employees entrusted with the responsi-
bility to construct and maintain Ohio’s transportation infrastructure. The system we oversee is 
vital to the health, safety, and welfare of our fellow Ohioans. It is crucial we continue to main-
tain the system to ensure our fellow Ohioans can receive the goods and service they need. To 
that end, you are not just essential now, you are essential, always. 
 
Thank you for your service. Be safe! 
 
 

Don’t forget to send your ‘ASK THE DDD’ 
questions to D03.PIO@dot.ohio.gov  to  
get questions answered in future edi-
tions of the newsletter!  
 
This will be a great way to increase communication and valua-
ble conversations around the District.  
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2020 CONSTRUCTION FAST FACTS 

TAKING CARE OF WHAT WE HAVE 

District 3 maintains 

• 4,150 lane miles 

• 1,419 bridges 

• 150 traffic lights 

MAINTAINING ROADWAYS 

• Other projects throughout the district will 

include: crack sealing, culvert replace-

ments, drainage repairs, intersection im-

provements, widening and resurfacing, mi-

nor repairs, painting, and signal/sign/

lighting projects. 

PROJECTS HERE, THERE, & EVERYWHERE 

• There will be 82 total active projects in 

the eight-county region. 

• Of the 82 projects, 59 of them are new for 

2020. 

• Projects across the district include: 21 re-

surfacing projects, 7 smooth seal projects, 

9 culvert projects, 3 slide repair projects,  

safety projects, and 5 major rehabilitation 

projects. 

 

BUILDING BETTER BRIDGES 

• There will be 22 bridge projects, ranging 

from minor repair work to complete re-

placements, throughout the district. 
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In February, Governor Mike DeWine announced details of a new bill that will strengthen Ohio's laws regard-
ing the use of wireless devices, including smartphones, while driving.  
 
The new Hands-Free Ohio bill will make driving while handling any electronic wireless device a primary of-
fense. This includes, but is not limited to, writing, sending, or reading text-based communications; watch-
ing or recording videos; taking photos or looking at images; livestreaming; using apps; entering information 
into GPS navigation programs; dialing phone numbers; or holding a device for a phone call.   
 
"The use of wireless devices while driving has become so common that many drivers don't stop to consider 
the deadly consequences," said Governor DeWine. "Although Ohio's current laws are well-intended, they 
simply haven't gone far enough to change the culture around using technology behind the wheel. By 
strengthening Ohio's laws, we believe we can change behaviors, prevent crashes, and save lives." 
 
Currently, using a hand-held electronic wireless communications device to write, send, or read a text-
based communication while driving is a secondary offense for adult drivers. Law enforcement cannot make 
a traffic stop unless the driver also commits a primary traffic offense, such as running a red light. The pen-
alty is a fine of up to $150.  
 
The Hands-Free Ohio bill will increase fines for drivers who habitually use devices while driving. In cases 
where a driver using a device causes serious injury or death, the penalties will mirror those of drunken 
driving.  
 
According to the Ohio State Highway Patrol, traffic fatalities on Ohio roads have increased in five of the 
past six years. Provisional data shows that 2019 was the second-deadliest year of the past decade with at 
least 1,157 people killed in Ohio traffic crashes. 
 
Exemptions in the bill include using hand-held wireless devices for emergency calls; while in a stationary 
vehicle outside of the lane of traffic; in hands-free mode to talk on the phone, dictate text-based messag-
es, or listen to received messages; in circumstances where an action can be accomplished with only a sin-
gle swipe; in public safety or utility professions, as necessary for duties; or if the wireless feature is a per-
manent part of the vehicle. 
 
Additionally, the bill permits drivers to use GPS devices for navigation, however, destinations must be en-
tered before driving begins and the device cannot be held or supported with the body. 
To help educate drivers on the changes in the law, the Hands-Free Ohio bill includes a provision directing 
law enforcement to issue warnings for violations during the first six months following the signing of the bill. 
The Ohio Department of Transportation will also install road signs to alert drivers from other states to 
Ohio's regulations.  
 
The Hands-Free Ohio bill is another step in Governor DeWine's overall goal to improve the safety of Ohio's 
roads.  

Governor Dewine Announces  
Hands-Free Ohio Bill 
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We’ve cooked up a delicious 
idea! 

The PIO Office will once again 
be creating a District 3 Cook-
book. As some of you may re-
call, and may  still 
have, the first cook-
book that was 
created years 
ago. 

This new 
cookbook 
will feature 
employees’ 
family fa-
vorite reci-
pes. Each  of 
us has a recipe 
that comes to 
mind when we think 
of a “Home” cooked 
meal. Consider sharing your 
favorite meals with your col-
leagues to create everlasting 
memories at someone else’s 
dinner table.  

The cookbook will consist of 
the following categories: 

 Breakfast 

 Appetizers 

 Side Dishes 

 Entrees 

 Desserts 

 Drinks 

There is no limit to the number 
of recipes you can share. This 

is a creative way to bring eve-
ryone together and share deli-
cious treats with one another.  

Recipes can be submitted to 
D03.PIO@dot.ohio.gov. Please 

include the recipe, your 
name/title/

workplace, and 
submit a pic-

ture of your-
self or one 
with you and 
your family. 

The goal is to 
have the 
book com-

plete before 
our Annual 

Meeting in Sep-
tember. More infor-

mation will be shared as 
everything progresses. We are 
hoping to sell the cookbook at 
the Annual Meeting, with all 
proceeds going toward the cost 
of printing the book and the 
rest of the money raised will 
be donated to the Combines 
Charitable Campaign.  

Questions? Please contact 
Kaitlyn Thompson for more 
information. 

 

DELICIOUS HOME COOKING 
From our families to yours 

D3 COVID19 
CONFERENCE 

CALL 

 

Every Tuesday morning at 

7:30 a.m. D3’s DDD, Bob 

Weaver, will host a confer-

ence call regarding the 

COVID-19 situation. All D3 

employees are welcome to 

join in and listen to the 

conference call. (See email 

for call-in information.)  

 

This call can be accessed via 

office phone or cell phone. 

Before or during the call, 

you can text questions to 

the DDD. This situation con-

tinues to evolve quickly, and 

things continue to change as 

we move forward. The ad-

ministrators will do their 

best to answer your ques-

tions as best they can with 

the information they have 

available at that time.  

 

Once the call is complete 

and you have additional 

questions, feel free to email 

them in to Erica Gill at Eri-

ca.Gill@dot.ohio.gov. Your 

questions will be answered 

on the next conference call. 
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TELL ME SOMETHING GOOD! 

Sonya Riley, D3’s AP in the garage, is a member of a 

Quilting Guild, which has agreed to participate in the 

100 Million Mask Challenge. This challenge is in re-

sponse to the dire need for more personal protective 

gear (PPE) in the medical field. So far, the guild has 

donated over 100 masks to these local organizations: 

Ashland County Cancer Association, Wooster Communi-

ty Hospital, Samaritan Hospital, Lexington Care Cen-

ter, and the City of Ashland Emergency Management 

Department. Special thanks to all the ladies involved!  

District 3 HT’s  Roland Holida, Joe Estepp, Bob Johnson, Sam Rietsch-

lin, Bill Workman, Ken Stefanik, Cameron Becker, Greg O’Connell, Ben 

Subotin, and Jose Perez Oquendo, all participated in missions which 

assisted the Ohio Department of Health in distributing PPE from their 

central warehouse in Columbus, to various location throughout the 

state. These supplies where then dispersed to local county health de-

partments to help in the fight against COVID-19. While D3 delivered 

supplies around northern Ohio, other Districts helped to do the same 

statewide. Some crews were asked to help relocate pallets of  non-

essential supplies stored in the warehouses to another holding location 

in order to make room for the supplies needed for this particular mis-

sion. Thank you to everyone who has helped in these missions!  
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In April 2017, Tim Butdorff, an HT2 from Ash-

land County, was diagnosed with Stage 4 kidney 

disease. He has been battling kidney disease for 

nearly 28 years. Tim had been placed on a 

transplant list with a wait time of 2-6 years, and 

in June of 2018 we shared in our newsletter his 

situation and the importance of organ donation. 

 

We are happy to share that it has been one 

year since his kidney transplant as of February 

4, 2020! Join us in congratulating Tim on this 

major milestone! 

 

Tim’s son, Brody, was his donor and both are 

doing well. Before the transplant, Tim was lucky 

enough to still be able to come to work every 

day. Coming to work helped keep his mind off 

other struggles and kept him focused on the task 

at hand. Through the entire process Tim has 

kept a very positive outlook and appreciates the 

support from his family and friends.  

 

He notes, that even to this day, his friends and 

co-workers still look out for him. As part of his 

treatment, Tim is required to take medications 

at certain times and he stated, “the guys are 

great at work in helping remind me of the 

time and that I need to take my medication. 

Sometimes I get so focused on work that I 

need to be reminded. They’ve been really 

great about it.” Tim shared that he “isn’t 100% 

yet”, but he does have more energy and has had 

people comment that he looks healthier than 

ever. The further he can progress with this 

transplant the less the likelihood is that his body 

will reject it.  

 

Maybe someone you know needs an organ dona-

tion. Whether it’s a friend, family member, or a 

stranger Tim stated, “Always be a donor, or at 

least think about it. Talk to your kids about it 

when they come of age. It’s a good gift, it ex-

tends someone’s life.” There are so many 

ways you can become a donor. You can 

call and get tested for a friend, register 

through online services, or just get your 

blood work done. Either way, you have the 

chance to make a difference in someone’s 

life! 

By: Kaitlyn Thompson 

UPDATE ON A STORY CLOSE TO HOME... 
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In February, Governor Mike DeWine announced details of a new bill that will strengthen Ohio's laws regard-
ing the use of wireless devices, including smartphones, while driving.  
 
The new Hands-Free Ohio bill will make driving while handling any electronic wireless device a primary of-
fense. This includes, but is not limited to, writing, sending, or reading text-based communications; watch-
ing or recording videos; taking photos or looking at images; livestreaming; using apps; entering information 
into GPS navigation programs; dialing phone numbers; or holding a device for a phone call.   
 
"The use of wireless devices while driving has become so common that many drivers don't stop to consider 
the deadly consequences," said Governor DeWine. "Although Ohio's current laws are well-intended, they 
simply haven't gone far enough to change the culture around using technology behind the wheel. By 
strengthening Ohio's laws, we believe we can change behaviors, prevent crashes, and save lives." 
 
Currently, using a hand-held electronic wireless communications device to write, send, or read a text-
based communication while driving is a secondary offense for adult drivers. Law enforcement cannot make 
a traffic stop unless the driver also commits a primary traffic offense, such as running a red light. The pen-
alty is a fine of up to $150.  
 
The Hands-Free Ohio bill will increase fines for drivers who habitually use devices while driving. In cases 
where a driver using a device causes serious injury or death, the penalties will mirror those of drunken 
driving.  
 
According to the Ohio State Highway Patrol, traffic fatalities on Ohio roads have increased in five of the 
past six years. Provisional data shows that 2019 was the second-deadliest year of the past decade with at 
least 1,157 people killed in Ohio traffic crashes. 
 
Exemptions in the bill include using hand-held wireless devices for emergency calls; while in a stationary 
vehicle outside of the lane of traffic; in hands-free mode to talk on the phone, dictate text-based messag-
es, or listen to received messages; in circumstances where an action can be accomplished with only a sin-
gle swipe; in public safety or utility professions, as necessary for duties; or if the wireless feature is a per-
manent part of the vehicle. 
 
Additionally, the bill permits drivers to use GPS devices for navigation, however, destinations must be en-
tered before driving begins and the device cannot be held or supported with the body. 
To help educate drivers on the changes in the law, the Hands-Free Ohio bill includes a provision directing 
law enforcement to issue warnings for violations during the first six months following the signing of the bill. 
The Ohio Department of Transportation will also install road signs to alert drivers from other states to 
Ohio's regulations.  
 
The Hands-Free Ohio bill is another step in Governor DeWine's overall goal to improve the safety of Ohio's 
roads.  

Governor Dewine Announces  
Hands-Free Ohio Bill 
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hoping to sell the cookbook at 
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of printing the book and the 
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DELICIOUS HOME COOKING 
From our families to yours 

D3 COVID19 
CONFERENCE 

CALL 

 

Every Tuesday morning at 

7:30 a.m. D3’s DDD, Bob 

Weaver, will host a confer-

ence call regarding the 

COVID-19 situation. All D3 

employees are welcome to 

join in and listen to the 

conference call. (See email 

for call-in information.)  

 

This call can be accessed via 

office phone or cell phone. 

Before or during the call, 

you can text questions to 

the DDD. This situation con-

tinues to evolve quickly, and 

things continue to change as 

we move forward. The ad-

ministrators will do their 

best to answer your ques-

tions as best they can with 

the information they have 

available at that time.  

 

Once the call is complete 

and you have additional 

questions, feel free to email 

them in to Erica Gill at Eri-

ca.Gill@dot.ohio.gov. Your 

questions will be answered 

on the next conference call. 
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WHO, LIVING OR DEAD, WOULD YOU MOST LIKE TO HAVE DINNER WITH: All of my 

family members that are no longer here.  

Mike DeWine, Governor | Jack Marchbanks, Director  | Bob Weaver, District Deputy Director 

DISTSRICT 3 

HAS WORKED 

WITHOUT AN INJURY! 

As of 3/06/2020 

Ashland 43 
Days 

Crawford 404 
Days 

Erie 
87  

Days 

Huron 108 
Days 

Lorain 101 
Days 

Medina 226 
Days 

Richland 95 
Days 

Wayne 122 
Days 

District 149 
Days 
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