
PROJECT FACT SHEET

Slow down or move over for roadside workers. It’s the law.

Interstates 70/71 Downtown Ramp Up
Improving Safety & Making Connections

Construction is underway to fix the biggest safety and congestion problems along the interstate 70/71 downtown corridor.  
Here’s how motorists who travel through downtown Columbus will benefit from the improvements.

An additional lane in each direction on I-70/71: That means two continuous lanes for I-70 east and west and I-71 north and 
south. This does not include separate lanes for entrance and exit ramps.  
By adding lanes and reconfiguring ramps, we will eliminate 90% of the traffic lane changes made on I-70/71. We will also remove many 
significant bottlenecks and back-ups on I-70/71. 

Elimination of free-flow ramps at downtown street intersections: That means ramp intersections with these city streets 
will be signalized for safer pedestrian crossings.   
Eliminating ramps and building new ones also allows ODOT to reconnect neighborhoods that were previously cut off when the interstate 
was first constructed. New bridges will feature a community-led design to minimize the freeway presence.

New ramp for I-70 eastbound to Parsons Avenue: The new ramp at Parsons Ave. will replace the exit to 18th St. and provide 
access to the Near East Side and South Side neighborhoods, as well as direct access to Nationwide Children’s Hospital emergency room. 

Improve safety at 3 of the state’s Top 10 Crash Locations: I-70 over SR 315, I-70 just east of SR 315 & I-70/71 near Front St.
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Interstates 70/71 Downtown Ramp Up
City Street Improvements

Mound Street: Complete construction of Mound St. from Washington to Short St. 
Mound St. will be one-way only with three westbound lanes from Washington to  
Front St. There will be sidewalks, brick crosswalks, streetscaping and a bike lane.

Fulton Street: One-way street with three eastbound lanes from Front St. to  
Grant Ave. There will be sidewalks, brick crosswalks, streetscaping and a bike lane.  
The City of Columbus also plans to convert Front St. to two-way traffic between 
Livingston Ave. and Mound St.

Elijah Pierce Avenue: One-way urban avenue on the east side of I-71. The first 
block of Elijah Pierce was constructed during the I-71/670 project. Elijah Pierce will be 
constructed with three northbound lanes, a sidewalk, a bike lane and streetscaping 
between Broad  and Long St.

Lester Drive: One-way urban avenue on the west side of I-71. The first block of Lester 
Dr. was constructed during the I-71/670 project. Lester will be constructed with three 
southbound lanes, a sidewalk, bike lane and streetscaping between Long and Broad St.  

New Bridges at Front Street, Grant Avenue and Broad Street:  
These new bridges will include wider sidewalks, decorative bridge features and  
greenery on the Front and Broad Street bridges (renderings pictured below). 
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Find project materials and sign up for email updates: ohgo.com/7071 

Visit OHGO.com or download the OHGO App: View traffic cameras and get the latest information, 
including planned lanes closures related to construction and unplanned impacts such as accidents. 

Next Steps

• Construction began in 2019 on the 
East Interchange, which builds new 
ramps from Fulton to I-70 EB and I-70 
EB to Parsons. 

• In Spring 2020, work begins at I-71 
and Broad St., which replaces the 
Broad St. bridge and reconfigures 
ramps at the interchange.  

• Work begins on the West Interchange 
in Late 2020/Early 2021, which builds 
a new ramp from I-70 EB to Fulton and 
reconstructs several bridges. 

• Traffic will be maintained on the 
freeway during construction. Motorists 
should expect reduced speeds thru the 
work zone, narrower lanes, and new 
traffic patterns. 

• Advance notification of closures and 
restrictions will be provided as well as 
signed detours. 

• Motorists should allow extra time to 
get thru the I-70/71 corridor during 
construction. 

How’s how to plan your trip thru I-70/71 during construction


