
1. Blanchard River Nature Preserve
Long/Lat: -83.556628, 40.844045
Description: Blanchard River Nature Preserve is an 
undeveloped natural area. It includes 7,200 linear feet 
of Blanchard River channel, over 50 acres of wooded 
riparian floodplain, riparian oxbow wetlands, and 
pools that provide excellent, high-quality aquatic 
and terrestrial habitat. With a strong emphasis on 
environmental preservation, visitation is limited 
to hiking, birdwatching, and photography along a 
walkway to the river’s edge and canoeing and kayaking 
via a primitive river access site. Blanchard River Nature 
Preserve provides a quiet country setting and scenic 
start for the 37.6-mile Blanchard River Water Trail. 

2. Island Park
Long/Lat: -83.558572, 40.901025
Description: Island Park has a swimming pool, picnic 
shelters, playground, baseball and softball fields, soccer 
fields, tennis court, and a bit of history, including a 
monument to John Chapman, also known as Johnny 
Appleseed. Chapman purchased property in 1834 in 
Mt. Blanchard where he had an apple tree nursery. The 
seedlings were sold to the settlers to provide apple cider, 
jelly, and other apple products. A local cider mill, Fahl’s 

Mill, recorded 75,000 gallons of cider being pressed in a 
season and boasted first place in the cider competition  
at the Centennial Exposition in Philadelphia in 1876.   
An old millstone marker is also at the park that came 
from a local grist mill located south of town called 
Misamore Mill.

3. Findlay Reservoirs
Long/Lat: -83.567216, 41.014317
Description: Two reservoirs covering over 1,000 acres 
are located near Riverbend Recreation Area. As a valuable 
water supply, Findlay reservoirs also provide multi-use 
recreation opportunities. Six public access sites with 
parking lots and steps or ramps afford good access to 
miles of shoreline and reservoirs for walking, jogging, 
boating, fishing, and enjoying beautiful sunsets. When 
winter conditions are favorable, sledding, cross-country 
skiing, and ice fishing are permitted. Get away and 
stretch out. Reward yourself afterwards with a trip to 
downtown Findlay for dinner and an evening walk, ice 
cream at Dietsch Brothers on a warm summer night, or 
shopping and entertainment. For more information, visit 
www.visitfindlay.com.

4. Riverbend Recreation Area
Long/Lat: -83.559384, 41.032151
Description: Riverbend Recreation Area offers diverse 
facilities and a wide range of outdoor recreation 
activities amid a natural backdrop bordered by the 
Blanchard River. With an extensive trail system offering 
five separate loop trails, visitors enjoy hiking experiences 
ranging from the 1.2-mile multi-use Loop Trail to 
the primitive River Trail in the park’s backcountry. 
Horseback Riding, Bicycling, Birdwatching, Disc Golf, 
Sand Volleyball, Cross-country Skiing, Fishing at Giertz 
Lake, Playgrounds, Picnicking, Tent Camping, K-9 
Field of Dreams Dog Park, Social Gatherings at any 
one of nine rental facilities, the Historic Bridge leading 
to the primitive campground, and the Covered Bridge 
located adjacent to the park on Township Road 241 are 
just a few of the attractions at the park.

5. Brinkman’s Market
Long/Lat: -83.6141, 41.0374
Description: Brinkman’s Market, located near the 
corner of Bright Road and Sandusky Street, offers a 
unique shopping experience with homegrown flavors of 
seasonal produce and old-fashioned fare. Fresh produce, 
fresh meats, delicious deli, and fresh baked goods make 

for a nice break when traveling the Old Mill Stream 
Scenic Byway. For more information, visit  
www.brinkmansmarket.com. 

6. Eastpoint Area
Long/Lat:  -83.61284, 41.03802
Description: Eastpoint Area is a popular wayside 
destination. It provides convenient access to the 
Blanchard River Water Trail for fishing, canoeing, and 
kayaking, affords excellent picnicking opportunities 
along the riverbank, and provides good access to 
the Blanchard River Greenway Trail for a variety of 
fitness and outdoor recreation activities. As the eastern 
terminus and primary trailhead for the 3.4-mile 
Blanchard River Greenway Trail, Eastpoint Area is a 
good place to start. 

7. Hancock Park District 
Administrative Office
Long/Lat: -83.623212, 41.041607
Description: The Hancock Park District 
Administrative Office serves as the headquarters for 
park district operations. The renovated farmhouse at 
the end of the lane is your destination for in-person 
facility reservations, program registrations, and 
meetings with staff. The grounds are fronted by a 
meadow management demonstration area bordered by 
the Blanchard River. Wildlife sightings are common. 
Information about parks, programs, and services is 
available inside during business hours and on display 
24/7 at the outdoor visitor center. The tranquil setting 
is ideal for nature lovers and outdoor enthusiasts. For 
more information, visit www.hancockparks.com. 

8. Waterfalls Area
Long/Lat:  -83.63127, 41.04181    
Description: Waterfalls Area is located across from 
Riverside Park Waterfront. It provides a soothing 
respite among the waterfall and majestic Sycamore 
trees. Visitors can access the Blanchard River Water 
Trail above and below the dam for fishing, canoeing, 
and kayaking, engage in fitness and outdoor recreation 
activities along the Blanchard River Greenway Trail, 
and picnic or just sit quietly at a picnic table or on a 
bench overlooking the Blanchard River.

9. Riverside Park Waterfront
Long/Lat: -83.6321, 41.043
Description: The five primary facilities located along 
the Riverside Park Waterfront include: Blanchard 
River Greenway Trail, Riverside Landing Boat Launch, 
Waterfalls Pavilion, Blanchard River Overlook, and 
Zonta Landing Boat Rentals. These facilities offer 
scenic views of the Blanchard River, afford outdoor 
recreation opportunities, and provide access to the 
Blanchard River Water Trail. The waterfront is a passive 
place where park visitors have intimate contact with 
the water’s edge, the chance to witness Mother Nature’s 
ever-changing face, and an excuse to simply getaway. 
Historic in nature and highly favored, Riverside Park 
Waterfront is the crown jewel among River Parks 
located along the Blanchard River Greenway. 

10. Great Karg Well Historical Site
Long/Lat: -83.65511, 41.043487
Description: Great Karg Well Historical Site features 
an historical monument honoring the Great Karg Well. 
Following are excerpts from The Great Karg Well by 

Darlene Erdman: “The great karg Well  
came into existence with a tremendous  
roar January 20, 1886. It was a visible and  
stunning symbol of impending change.” 
“Passing through the 1,144 feet of 5 1/2”  
diameter pipe was a force which could not be  
contained for more than four months. Its roar  
of gas and its towering flame of light ushered in  
an era of great change and great expectations.” 
“Returning now to that famous site, one would not 
suspect that such an event took place. If one could 
stand next to the marker and close his eyes, do you 
suppose he could hear the roar, feel the warmth or get 
taken away by the excitement?”
 
11. Liberty Landing
Long/Lat:  -83.693641, 41.056376
Description: Liberty Landing marks the beginning 
of a popular 9.3-mile float trip on the Blanchard 
River Water Trail. The trip from Liberty Landing 
to Blanchard Landing is scenic with frequent bends, 
narrow sections, and  riffles with no known hazards. 
Wildlife sightings are common. Paddlers will travel 
along the border of Indian Green-Worden Family 
Conservation Area and the south unit of Litzenberg 
Memorial Woods. Without stops and with strong and 
steady paddling, the trip takes approximately 3 hours. 

(Old Mill Stream Scenic Byway map and 
featured locations are continued on the back)

The Old Mill Stream Scenic Byway follows the Blanchard River along U.S. Route 224 and  
State Route 37 in Putnam and Hancock counties. The byway takes its name from the 1910  

hit song, “Down by the Old Mill Stream.” The tune was written by Hancock County  
native Tell Taylor while he sat on the banks of the Blanchard. The Old Mill  

Stream Scenic Byway offers its visitors a pastoral trip through the  
countryside, featuring parks, farms and historic settings.
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12. Litzenberg Memorial Woods
Long/Lat: -83.763701, 41.059232 (north 
unit), -83.770009, 41.056742 (south unit)
Description: Litzenberg Memorial Woods is 
characterized by rolling countryside, wooded 
ravines, and a grand expanse of wetlands, prairie, 
and sky. It blends the rich agricultural heritage 
with conservation and wildlife, education and 
history, hiking and exploration, picnicking and 
play, and social gatherings and special events to 
create a unique destination. The park’s north unit 
showcases the historic 1847 McKinnis House, 
playground, trails, and rental facilities, including 
a picnic shelter and the Activity Barn. The park’s 
south unit highlights a conservation area, the 
Heritage Trail, and the 2.57-mile Southland 
Trail for hiking and horseback riding. Visitors 
can escape for a while or go back in time at 
Litzenberg Memorial Woods. 

13. Village of Gilboa Park
Long/Lat: -83.922331, 41.022028
Description: An extremely large bull monument 
stands along U.S. 224 to welcome visitors to the 
quiet little village of Gilboa. The bull reaffirms 
the area’s agricultural heritage in northwest Ohio 
with its location across from  the local grain 
elevator. Facilities include picnic shelters, gazebo, 
play apparatus, grills, pedestrian bridge, restroom 
facility, and benches overlooking an open play 
area and meandering stream. 

14. Blanchard River Bridge
Long/Lat: -83.92219, 41.016159
Description: Blanchard River Bridge is one of the 
few remaining Through Pratt Truss bridges in the 
area that span the Blanchard River. Built in the 
1800s, it has withstood the test of time, including 
several major floods and traffic. The bridge is on 
the list of Historical Places. It’s a nice spot for 
holding hands in a quiet country setting—before 
or after a stop at Hillside Winery.  

15. Hillside Winery
Long/Lat: -83.9223, 41.0169
Description: “A must-stop on the Old Mill Stream 
Scenic Byway, Hillside Winery sits on the bank of 
the Blanchard River, in the historic town of Gilboa, 
Ohio.” Open Thursday-Sunday (hours vary). Amenities 
include indoor stone fireplace, gift shop and serving 
area, indoor seating, outdoor seating, and outdoor 
patio with pergola. Wines by the bottle or glass are 
available on the premises or bottles of wine can be 
taken home. Fine bourbons, light appetizers, including 
flatbreads, old fashioned sodas, and bottled water are 
also available. Plan ahead to enjoy wine, an appetizer, 
and live music. For more information, visit www.
thehillsidewinery.com.

16. Gilboa Quarry
Long/Lat: -83.933481, 41.015971
Description: Gilboa Quarry is a premier site for 
diving and dive training. It offers large training 
platforms and many sunken treasures. Non-divers 
may enjoy snorkeling for paddlefish. Camping and 
lodging are available. Vertical Reality Training Center 
(www.verticalrealitytrainingcenter.com) manages 
the climbing wall, rappelling, and zip lining services. 
Swimming and fishing are not permitted. Entrance 
fees are required for divers and non-divers. For more 
information, visit divegilboa.com. 

17. Waterworks Park
Long/Lat: -84.036233, 41.021003
Description: Waterworks Park is named after the 
waterworks building, which was constructed in the 
early 1900s and is regarded as a fine example of 
early twentieth-century development. It served as a 
water pumping facility until the 1970s. No longer in 
service, the building remains as a centerpiece within 
the park. Waterworks Park includes a shelter with an 
outdoor fireplace, gazebo, playgrounds, shuffleboard 
courts, benches, log house used by scouting groups, 
forested common area offering seasonal beauty, and 
a senior center. An annual membership is required to 
participate in activities and events.

18. Ottawa’s Third Street
Long/Lat: -84.041548, 41.020341
Description: Ottawa’s Third Street is a one-mile-long 
brick street lined with historical Victorian and modern 
day residential homes with shade trees to provide a 
scenic view. The brick street was added in the early 
1900s. Third Street, which is a pleasure to drive, leads 
to and from Waterworks Park. 

19. Hotel DuMont/Schnipke Inn
Long/Lat: -84.049286, 41.019267
Description: Hotel DuMont was constructed in the 
early 1900s. It had steam heat, indoor plumbing, and 
lighting supplied by electricity when it opened. Today, 
the Schnipke Inn operates as a restaurant at the same
location. Exhibits are dedicated to the history of the 
building. Drive the Old Mill Stream Scenic Byway, play 
all day, enjoy a meal and a bit of history at the Schnipke 
Inn, tour Ottawa’s Main Street and its unique shopping 
destinations—all within easy walking distance, and 
then relax at Our Lord’s Park located directly across 
the street from the Schnipke Inn. The park offers a 
fountain, benches, and a quiet place for reflection. For 
more information, visit www.ottawaohiochamber.com. 

20. Glandorf Park
Long/Lat: -84.0792, 41.0329
Description: Glandorf Community Park symbolizes 
community pride and unity with its history of park 
development. It offers an impressive display of 
recreational facilities, including baseball fields, soccer 
fields, horseshoe pits, playground, mini golf course, 
shelter house, gazebo, walking paths, shuffleboard 
courts, landscaping, restroom facility, and numerous 
plaques throughout the park recognizing donors, 
volunteers, and memorials. 
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