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On Friday, September 11, the Ohio Department
of Transportation, along with Walsh Construction
Company, Jacobs Engineering Group, Burgess & 
Niple, and Greenman-Pedersen, Inc. (GPI), 
commemorate the completion of a third structure 
on the Valley View Bridge with a ribbon cutting 
ceremonceremony. This third bridge, centered between 
the two existing bridges, will carry traffic in one 
direction while work is being done on the current 
eastbound and westbound structures. After work 
is complete, the new bridge will remain in 
operation and carry two lanes in each direction, 
serving as a bypass to the I-77/I-480 interchange. 
The new structure will carry eastbound traffic The new structure will carry eastbound traffic 
beginning Sunday, September 13.

The I-480 Valley View Bridge is the most traveled bridge in the state of Ohio with 180,000 daily vehicles crossing the eastbound 
and westbound bridges during peak times. ODOT District 12 was proactive in planning and implementing this project prior to the 
existing bridge decks – also known as the driving surface – reaching the end of their useful life. With the addition of the new 
bridge, these necessary repairs and future repairs can take place with minimal traffic disruptions. 

180,000 Vehicles

The space between the new bridge and exisiting bridges is just 2.5 feet between parapets. Overall the new bridge is 
4,150 feet long, standing 200 feet over the Cuyahoga River Valley. 

2.5 Feet

Walsh Construction utilized a complex gantry crane system to place steel girders without affecting traffic. Walsh used three 
lighter-weight gantry cranes to spread out the load, running them along train rails that were placed on top of the girders on the 
two existing bridges. The cranes were all used together to keep the loads balanced, with a topped out speed of 4 mph.

4 Miles Per Hour

The new structure was built using 18,500,000 pounds of structural steel along with 10,570,000 pounds of reinforcing 
steel.The heaviest structural steel pick weighs 246,000 pounds, about the average weight of a blue whale.

18.5 Million Pounds

At nearly seven years, this is one of ODOT’s longest-ever projects in duration. The $227.8 million contract is the fourth largest in
ODOT history.

7 Years

The new structure used 125,000 bolts to 
hold its steel in place.

125,000 Bolts

The new structure is supported at its foundation by
66,940 feet, or 12.7 miles, of cast-in-place pipe pile.

66,940 Feet

The new structure used over 66,000 cubic
yards of concrete, enough to fill 20 Olympic
swimming pools.

66,000 Cubic Yards

The two existing bridges are 45 years old. 
Construction of the original structures ended in 1975, 
and opened to traffic in 1977.

45 Years
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Major Traffic Pattern Shift on I-480 Valley View Bridge Project 

 
CLEVELAND (Tuesday, September 7, 2021) - Three years after beginning the Valley View 
Bridge project, the Ohio Department of Transportation (ODOT) and the Walsh Construction 
design-build team have passed another major accomplishment with the replacement of the 
driving surface on the existing eastbound bridge.  
“Seeing a project of this magnitude continue meeting milestones while working through a 
pandemic speaks volumes about the hard work of everyone involved,” said Governor Mike 
DeWine. “Maintaining and improving our infrastructure makes traveling safer by improving 
the flow of traffic, which will ultimately reduce crashes.” 
Since fall 2020, eastbound traffic was shifted onto the new Valley View Bridge. This allowed 
work to progress on the existing eastbound bridge without affecting traffic. Last week, 
eastbound traffic shifted back to the newly rehabilitated eastbound bridge. During the 
weekend of September 11 -13, westbound traffic will shift onto the new Valley View Bridge.  
“Thanks to the planning of District 12 employees, the work on Ohio’s busiest bridge has had a 
minimal impact on traffic and allowed for the easy movement of people and goods 
throughout the area,” said ODOT District 12 Deputy Director John Picuri. 
Beginning Friday night through Monday morning, there will be several closures 
and restrictions to facilitate the westbound traffic shift.  
 

• I-480 westbound to I-77 northbound and southbound ramps will be closed on 
Friday, September 11, start at 7 p.m. through Monday, September 13, at 6 a.m. 

o Detour will be I-480 east to State Rd. to I-480 west 
• I-480 between I-77 and Transportation Blvd. will have various off-peak lane 

restrictions on Friday, September 11, beginning at 7 p.m. through Monday, September 
13, at 6 a.m. 

• Transportation Blvd. entrance ramp to I-480 westbound will be closed on Friday, 
September 11, start at 7 p.m. through Monday, September 13, at 6 a.m. 

• Beginning Monday, September 13, all I-480 westbound traffic will officially be 
traveling on the new I-480 Valley View Bridge through Summer 2022, as crews work on 
the existing I-480 westbound bridge. Westbound traffic will still have access to the I-
77 interchange and exit to Transportation Blvd. 
 

Work to replace the driving surface of the westbound bridge will begin in mid-September and 
continue through the summer of 2022.  
Work remaining on the project includes the painting of the structures and creation of the 
final traffic pattern on the new bridge. In its final configuration, the new bridge will carry 
two lanes of traffic in each direction. The two westbound lanes on the new bridge will bypass 
the I-77 interchange for motorists continuing on I-480. In the eastbound direction, the two 
lanes on the new bridge will bypass the Transportation Boulevard exit.  

http://www.transportation.ohio.gov/


All three bridges are expected to be open to traffic in fall 2023. Stay up-to-date on this 
project by visiting the project webpage.  
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