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INTRODUCTION 
The Ohio Department of Transportation (ODOT) appreciates the opportunity afforded by Congress to 
allow states to assume the responsibilities of the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) for the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) and related laws through applying to participate in the Surface 
Transportation Project Delivery Assignment Program (NEPA Assignment Program) pursuant to 23 U.S.C. 
327.   
 
The Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) between the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) and the 
Ohio Department of Transportation (ODOT) concerning the State of Ohio’s participation in the Project 
Delivery Program pursuant to 23 U.S.C. 327 was originally executed and went into effect December 28, 
2015.  The original MOU was amended June 6, 2018 and a renewed MOU was executed and went into 
effect December 14, 2020.  The responsibilities assigned to ODOT are subject to the same procedural 
and substantive requirements as previously applied to FHWA.  The NEPA Assignment Program does not 
preempt or interfere with any power, jurisdiction, responsibility, or authority of an agency, excluding 
FHWA, under applicable laws and regulations. 
 
Since being accepted into the FHWA NEPA Assignment program, ODOT successfully completed four 
audits and are now in the monitoring phase of the program.  Pursuant to 23 U.S.C. 327(h) and Section 
8.2 of the current MOU, which is set to expire December 14, 2025, this is the second report and we are 
about to conduct the first of two monitoring events to ensure ODOT’s compliance with the MOU and all 
applicable Federal laws and policies, and to evaluate whether ODOT is meeting performance measures 
established pursuant to Part 10 of the MOU. 
 
ODOT and FHWA have a long history of working together collaboratively to expedite the environmental 
process for transportation projects in Ohio and we have continued that tradition with this program.  
The success of the NEPA Assignment Program in Ohio has been accomplished by building efficiency and 
consistency into our process while ensuring the required level of protection and accountability for 
environmental resources is maintained. 
 
  

https://transportation.ohio.gov/static/Programs/Environmental/NEPA/NEPA_Assignment_MOU.pdf


Reporting Period 01/012021 through 12/31/2021 
Overall, during this monitoring period, ODOT has not seen any major changes or deficiencies in the six 
NEPA Assignment Program focus area elements of our program: 

1. Program Management 
2. Documentation and Records Management 
3. QA/QC 
4. Legal Sufficiency 
5. Performance Measures 
6. Training 

 
ODOT continues to improve and enhance our policies and procedures in the above FHWA focus areas.  
Below is a summary of the specific activities and initiatives related to these focus areas that have 
taken place since the last self-assessment report. 
 
 
PROGRAM MANAGEMENT 
ODOT continues to manage the environmental program well.  During this review period, ODOT focused 
our attention on refining processes to ensure we are meeting recent regulation changes and to ensure 
all processes continue to operate at the highest efficiency.  In addition, emphasis was placed on 
proactive preparedness so both processes and staff are in place to address any increased workload 
resulting from the new transportation bill.  To accomplish this, ODOT: 

• Established additional consultant contracts so that staff is trained and ready to address any 
increases in workload  

• Coordinated with each district to identify potential problem areas and challenges 
• Made strategic updates to processes and guidance by updating or developing the following 

manuals, guidance, or forms: 
o NEPA Assignment Brochure and Poster 
o Public Involvement Requirements 
o Public Involvement Toolbox 
o Instructions for Starting and Finalizing an ESR in EnviroNet 
o Recreational Section 4(f) Properties FAQ 
o ODOT NEPA File Management and Documentation Guidance 
o Permit Determination Request Form 
o Waterway Permits Manual 
o ODOT Standard Operating Procedure for Purchase of Stream and Wetland Mitigation 

Credits from a Bank or In-Lieu Fee Program 
o Eco Technical Guidance for Identifying Suitable Habitat for State Listed Species 
o ODOT NEPA Signature Review Approval and Submittal Authority Process Guidance and 

Appendix A 
o Requirements for Safe In-Person Public Involvement 
o Ecological Manual 

 
Some of our more noteworthy accomplishments during 2021 include: 
 

• Northern Long-Eared Bat (NLEB) and Indiana Bat (IB) Programmatic Biological Opinion (PBO) – 
ODOT proactively worked with USFWS Ohio to update the NLEB IB PBO in anticipation of the 
new listing status for the NLEB this past December.  Since 2016 the Ohio PBO has incorporated 
the NLEB.  This change in listing status required USFWS and ODOT to partner once again to 
change three elements in the PBO:  

• 1. The capture radius triggers for NLEB were updated.  
• 2. The 4d rule language and associated waiting periods were removed.  
• 3. Survey results procedures for NLEB were updated.  

 



ODOT also recently completed a Voluntary Pre-listing Conservation Program (VPLCP) for Ohio 
Native Bat Species (finalized March 15, 2022) which allows for the crediting of conservation 
measures known to be beneficial to rare bats prior to federal listing.  ODOT has created several 
new conservation opportunities through the discovery, identification, gating, and permanent 
preservation of human-made bat hibernacula.  Through this work, ODOT has discovered, 
identified, studied, and is actively protecting the largest bat hibernacula in the state.   
 

• Stream/Wetland Prediction/Mapping - A Statewide Planning & Research Part B study “Stream 
and Wetland Mitigation Forecasting: Developing a Predictive Model for Faster Project Delivery 
and Cost-Savings” created GIS modelling tools for the prediction of stream and wetland 
locations at three levels of detail, essentially “best, better, good”.  The research created 
“best” data for four out of a total 44 watersheds; HUC10: Little Darby (West Jefferson), HUC8: 
Little Miami (Cincinnati), HUC8: Blanchard (Ottawa/Findlay), HUC8: Mohican (Mansfield).  The 
resulting modeling tool was provided to ODOT and is being used to create these data at the 
“good” level for the remaining watersheds. These data overlaid with future project footprints 
will allow ODOT to better predict and plan for Clean Water Act mitigation needs and 
costs.  This work was submitted as an abstract to MAASTO for this summer’s meeting.  The 
resulting data will be incredibly useful to regulatory agencies, mitigation bankers and ILF 
providers, and other freshwater conservation and management entities. 
 

• Proactive Waters of the US Coordination with USACE and OEPA - ODOT has continued to work 
with local and national partners to influence common sense approaches to defining and 
protecting our state and national waters.  ODOT consistently has an outcome based focus 
seeking to improve water quality as the outcome with a streamlined approach that minimizes 
red tape and unnecessary steps. 
 

• Mussel Survey Diving Equipment Improvements - ODOT invested in a battery powered supplied 
air system to assist with underwater rare mussel survey work.  This device allows ODOT in-
house crews to perform mussel surveys on a wide range of stream types and depths safely, 
thereby saving ODOT tens of thousands of dollars in consultant fees every field season. 
 

• Water Quality Aesthetics – Based on the continued national discussion of nutrients in 
freshwater ODOT’s Office of Environmental Services (OES), in partnership w/hydraulics and 
construction staff, has been working together with the consulting firm EMH&T to improve water 
quality within our roadside drainage features.  The project is developing guidance to better 
design and maintain post construction stormwater BMPs, develop new naturalized BMPs, 
develop new standards and criteria for soil and vegetation establishment (a key component of 
stormwater quality management) and create a BMP nutrient-reduction calculator.  These tools 
can be used in areas where agencies have certain stream protection requirements/goals or to 
minimize or enhance Clean Water Act mitigation requirements.   

 
• Animal Crossing Safety - Animal Vehicle Collisions (AVCs) are a safety concern for Ohio 

motorists. ODOT has worked with several partners (Stone Environmental, Ohio Department of 
Natural Resources, UC Davis) identifying AVC hotspots on Ohio highways to better understand 
where potential future mitigation infrastructure could be implemented.  This work includes 
assessment of how AVC data is recorded, imported, managed, and analyzed. It includes GIS tool 
development that can identify AVC hotspots on ODOT controlled roadways and provide analyses 
of areas as to their suitability for future AVC mitigation measures.  The work was completed in 
part to prepare for future wildlife crossing grants.  Additional work assesses roadway threats to 
small vertebrates (listed species) and a methodology for assessing the risk to those species.  A 
parallel research on call project is developing standards and design specifications for the 
retrofitting of existing bridge structures to enhance animal passage on those existing crossings. 

 
• Highway Operations Checklist & Manual Updates - ODOT continues to improve and refine the 

Highway Operations Environmental Checklist (HOEC) process for 100% state funded 



maintenance work.  This straightforward manual of procedures and 4 step checklist outlines 
how routine maintenance work can be compliant with environmental regulations.  Recent 
improvements have focused on the reliance of Construction Manual Specifications, existing 
standard maintenance procedures, reduced database “noise”, and enhanced manual 
usability.  Partnering with the Office of Data Governance, OES developed a new GIS modelling 
tool to more accurately and more frequently update known sensitive resources into the ODOT 
TIMS mapping system and their application within the HOEC process. 

 
• Incorporating Geophysical Equipment on Projects –OES recently partnered with ODOT’s Office 

of Research to incorporate new technology into the survey process for cultural resources. Using 
SPR Part B – Research funds, OES purchased three pieces of remote sensing equipment to add 
to the many tools we use to identify archaeological sites and assess a project’s impact on those 
sites. The new geophysical tools include a ground penetrating radar system, a fluxgate 
magnetometer, and a conductivity meter. Each piece of equipment detects subtle changes in 
the soil and can help identify buried archaeological features, such as building foundations, 
wells, privies, storage and trash pits, fire pits, prehistoric houses, and prehistoric and historic 
graves. The OES archaeology team has been trained on the geophysical equipment, which 
involves both data collection in the field and data processing and interpretation in the office. 
Two separate on-site training sessions were included in this training. One took place in early 
November where the team spent two weeks at two sites: one at a former Shaker settlement 
near Lebanon, Ohio and the other at the Fort Ancient earthworks complex, also near Lebanon. 
In the spring, training continues as the team spends time at the prehistoric Serpent Mound site 
in Adams County and the Fort Jefferson site in Darke County where they are looking for 
unmarked graves of American soldiers who were killed during an American Indian siege of the 
fort in the 1790s. OES has been working with the Unmanned Aircraft Systems (UAS) Center 
throughout this research project. The UAS Center has staff that are experts in the use of this 
type of equipment for archaeological data collection and interpretation. Furthermore, we have 
identified other areas within ODOT that may benefit by having this equipment available such as 
OES’s Regulated Materials Review Unit and the Office of Geotechnical Engineering. OES is 
looking forward to learning more and being able to put this new equipment to work in other 
areas.  
 

• Noise Related Initiatives 
o OES has been conducting internal statewide heavy truck (HT) stack count research in 

2022.  Of over 7,000 HTs counted so far statewide, only 35-40% have at least one vertical 
stack.  The TNM noise model is calculating 60% of all noise but HT noise is only at the top 
of the 12’ stack, hence, the model is substantially overrepresenting HT noise.   Also, of the 
35-40%, stack noise is seldom observed on freeways.  This information will change the way 
noise is modeled in Ohio and nationally.  OES is strongly considering a possible future ODOT 
noise modeling policy change and/or incorporating validation research into our analysis 
process. 
 

o OES mailed out more noise wall satisfaction surveys (NWSS) on newly constructed noise 
walls in ODOT Districts 1 and 6 in 2022 and is planning on mailing out more NWSS on several 
other projects.  OES has mailed out noise wall satisfaction surveys on 15 projects over the 
last few years.  The results of the NWSS have improved ODOT’s noise processes. 

 
o OES has conducted measurements behind existing noise walls to confirm the effectiveness 

of the walls. 
 

o OES sent out “Your ODOT noise wall construction e-news” editions in January and April 
2022.  This information keeps the ODOT community apprised of the status of noise wall 
construction projects statewide. 



 
o OES helped create a GIS layer for ODOT-owned/constructed noise berms which are 

reducing noise for adjacent communities.  This data will help ensure these berms are not 
affected by future roadway construction. 

 
o OES created a noise measurement GIS database and already has over 400 measurements 

entered in the system.  This data will help with noise analysis projects and will help 
address noise complaints. 

 
o ODOT’s Vinyl noise wall research project is wrapping up.  In general, vinyl is about 77% as 

acoustically effective as concrete at about 60% of the cost.  OES will determine when and 
where can we use this technology or if it can be used on a case by case basis. 

 
o OES is reviewing a new foam panel design by a company called Scott System/Access 

Anvil.  ODOT is waiting on a full submission for review.  This product has the potential to 
save substantial money in noise wall panel replacement projects. 

 
o OES is reviewing panels made of crumb rubber (Eco-flex).  ODOT is waiting on full 

submission for review. 
 

o OES is reviewing a “Polyurea spray” product for possible noise wall maintenance 
projects.  This product has the potential to increase the life of existing concrete noise 
walls. 

 
Additionally, ODOT has continued to focus on Environmental Justice (EJ) and Public Involvement (PI) as 
key opportunities for continued improvement.  Below is a summary of the specific activities and 
initiatives related to these areas that have taken place since the last audit: 
 
Environmental Justice 
ODOT initiated the creation of an ODOT Social Equitability Task Team in early 2021.  The goals of the 
Task Team were to review and assess ODOT’s existing policies and programs, identify areas that comply 
with the existing Environmental Justice Executive Order (12898), and recognize areas that go above 
and beyond what is currently required. Ultimately, the team aimed to learn from each other and to 
identify best practices to be implemented across the agency.  The intent was to strengthen efforts to 
ensure ODOT’s programs are equitable and inclusive and that they serve traditionally Underserved 
Populations (UP) throughout Ohio. 
 
Further meetings of the task team were put on hold so that ODOT could research other state DOT’s and 
learn more about their equity programs and processes.  In addition, staff attend specialize training on 
this subject that were offered by CEQ, USEPA, FHWA and others.  ODOT expects to continue with the 
next step of addressing the goals of this team in 2022 by holding a series of meetings with traditionally 
underserved communities.  ODOT hopes these meetings will give us the opportunity to hear first-hand 
the transportation concerns of these traditionally underserved community members regarding project 
participation, applications for additional funding, access to transportation, and contracting. 
 
ODOT purchased ESRI Business Analyst licenses, Streetlight Insight licenses, and an additional 
PublicInput.com environmental data layer.  We are exploring these tools and how to use them to assist 
in identifying underserved populations, determine what different and new information we can gather, 
and to find new ways to improve our current processes.  ODOT is hoping to get a true picture of the 
effectiveness of our outreach efforts when comparing all participants of a project or multiple projects 
in an area to ensure we are engaging traditionally underserved populations and/or to identify 
community pockets that may otherwise be missed. 
 
  



Public Involvement 
ODOT is participating in the FHWA Every Day Counts 6 (EDC-6) Initiative to institutionalize the use of 
VPI tools and techniques into our everyday practices and policies.  ODOT has used mapping tools, 
project visualizations, videos, and more to share information about our projects for quite some time.  
ODOT has conducted several virtual public meetings and open houses.  Public participation has 
increased exponentially with the use of these new tools and techniques and we have found the people 
who are engaging with us would never have participated in a traditional in-person event.  We have also 
continued to learn and gain experience, which has allowed us to improve our processes over time. 
 
ODOT finalized development of several new Public Involvement Training courses.  More detailed 
information about these training courses is included in the Training section below.  Additionally, OES 
has shared VPI lessons learned and best practices at several local, statewide, and national conferences 
and workshops and we have revised our guidance and procedures to include VPI tools and techniques as 
part of our standard operating procedures. 
 
 
DOCUMENTATION AND RECORDS MANAGEMENT 
EnviroNet continues to be ODOT’s environmental documentation and file management system.  ODOT 
continues to develop enhancements to the system and recently funded almost $500,000 in 
improvements.  Some of the most significant EnviroNet enhancements in 2021 were: 

• Additional enhancements and usability to the re-evaluation tab  
• Enhancements to the automatic email notification feature 
• Updated and refined the heavily used C2 tab  
• Enhancements to the Project Details tab to improve integration with Ellis, ODOT’s project 

management system 
• Updates to the Underserved Population tab to refine the detail needed in the system, 

increased guidance in the help tip boxes and re-ordered questions to improve the flow in 
accordance with our process 
 

 
QUALITY CONTROL/QUALITY ASSURANCE 
ODOT continues to monitor our projects and program under the quality control/quality assurance 
processes.  Each project was reviewed to ensure completeness and acceptability in accordance with 
existing requirements.  Based on this past year’s review, there were no updates to ODOT’s Quality 
Control/Quality Assurance (QC/QA) processes or guidance and no issues needed to be addressed during 
any of our training meetings.  Based on our project reviews, discussions w/Districts and general project 
oversight, no issues, concerns or errors have risen to the level that requires changes or updates to our 
procedures.  OES has been actively involved with the documentation and project development for 
many of Ohio’s largest projects, such as: 

o Stark U.S. Route 30 Relocation 
o Chesapeake Bypass – State Route 7 
o Brent Spence Bridge 
o Mill Creek Expressway 
o Route 23 Connect 

 
 
LEGAL SUFFICIENCY 
There were no legal sufficiency reviews required during 2021.  However, ODOT’s legal staff continues 
to be actively involved in the development of major projects, agreements and environmental 
deliverables. 
 
 
  



PERFORMANCE MEASURES 
ODOT continued to meet or exceed the established Performance Measure goals in nearly all categories 
during 2021.     
 
 
TRAINING 
ODOT continues to offer a robust training program, evaluate training needs, and develop a training 
plan on an annual basis.  Not only does OES have the largest training program within ODOT, but ODOT 
has the largest environmental training program of any state in the nation.  As an office, we offer five 
(5) in-person courses and thirty-seven (37) on-line training courses.   This statewide program is 
constantly being proactively managed to provide updated training content and to offer new courses for 
compliance with state and federal requirements.   This training program is required not only for ODOT 
to ensure that as an agency we are intimately knowledgeable of the state and federal requirements we 
must comply with, but also to ensure we are well-equipped and prepared to manage the NEPA 
Assignment Program.   
 
On the national level, other states continue to look to Ohio for best practices and lessons learned 
regarding VPI.  ODOT continues to participate in peer exchanges, give presentations at numerous VPI 
webinars across the country, and lead the AASHTO PI Working Group monthly meetings.   
 
Training development over the past two years has been largely focused on Public Involvement.  As 
previously mentioned, ODOT finalized development of several new Public Involvement Training 
courses.  The OES Virtual Public Involvement Training course and other supporting PI Training courses 
are now available online. OES and ODOT Central Office Communications Staff worked collaboratively 
over several months to develop this training.   
 
The target audience for the first two new courses includes anyone involved with public involvement for 
transportation projects including, but not limited to, ODOT Environmental Staff, ODOT Communications 
Staff, ODOT Project Managers, Consultants (Both Environmental and Engineering), and LPA Staff. 
 
• WRITING FOR THE PUBLIC 

We are probably most excited about this course because it teaches the participant the importance 
of converting common terms and phrases used by transportation professionals into simple, 
alternative terms that should be used to make the information easier for the public to 
understand.  Basically, translating Engineering Speak into plain English.  We recommend EVERYONE 
take this course.   
 
Writing for the Public Module 1 – Lose the Jargon:  This module will teach the participant how to 
create documents that are accessible by ODOT’s customers, write in a way the public can 
understand, and replace technical jargon with common language. 
 
Writing for the Public Module 2 – Clear and Concise Public Notifications:  This module will focus 
on how to create notifications, announcements, and newsletters that are clear, concise, and 
provide the correct information. 
 
Writing for the Public Module 3 – Keep It Simple:  This module will cover how to write project 
descriptions that are clear, concise, and include relevant details.  It will also will provide guidance 
for simplifying meeting content so that it is easily digestible for the audience. 
 

• EFFECTIVE PROJECT PRESENTATIONS 
This course is also very exciting because while our project teams are great at what they do, not 
everyone is great at giving presentations. This training will provide an understanding of the 



component pieces, the best ways to share information, and the best ways to pull these elements 
together to give an effective project presentation.   
 
Effective Project Presentations Module 1 – Preparing for an Effective Presentation:  This module 
will assist the participant in recognizing the reasons for giving a presentation, outline the 
preparation necessary to create an effective presentation, and determine the best ways to share 
information based on the audience. 
 
Effective Project Presentations Module 2 – Components of an Effective Presentation:  This 
module will teach the participant how to create an elevator pitch, identify components of an 
effective presentation, and identify best practices for visual concepts in an effective presentation. 
 
Effective Project Presentations Module 3 – Presentation Flow:  This module will explain ODOT’s 
basic outline for presentation flow and will focus on sharing project information during Public 
Involvement. 
 

The target audience for the following two courses includes ODOT Environmental Staff and ODOT 
Communications Staff; however, the course information may also be very beneficial for ODOT Project 
Managers, LPA Staff, and Consultants.   
 

• SOCIAL MEDIA USE 
This training will provide the participant with an understanding of the purpose of social media 
in relation to public involvement, identify who is responsible for creating, posting, and 
responding to social media posts, recognize how to document social media posts and responses, 
and describe how this pertains to public involvement. 
 

• ODOT PROJECT WEBSITES AND PUBLIC COMMENT SYSTEM 
This training will explain how to recognize what information should be displayed on an ODOT 
project website, how to use key features of the ODOT website and, how to use the ODOT 
Public Comment System to view, moderate, and respond to comments and document inquiries 
and responses. 

 
ODOT’s 2022 Training Plan is attached.   
 
2021 DEC, EUM, NEPA Chats Summary 
Part of ODOT’s responsibilities for providing QA/QC oversight is to ensure OES and district staff are 
working together and that everyone is aware of issues and concerns.  ODOT OES meets with district 
environmental staff multiple times each year.  We conduct NEPA Chat Mini-Training Sessions each 
month, we conduct at least two (2) District Environmental Coordinator Meetings each year and at least 
two (2) Consultant Environmental Update Meetings each year.  These events provide the opportunity 
for anyone working on our projects to ask questions and seek additional guidance.  We use these events 
to identify trends, establish focus areas for improvement, identify guidance, provide clarification, and 
identify additional areas for training, as needed.  Below is a summary of topics discussed during 2021. 
 
Air & Noise 

 Ensure icons are not blocked by safety barriers; icons/aesthetics should be limited to top panels only  
 Notify OES of noise wall preconstruction meetings/calls and keep OES apprised of schedule 
 Moving to $30/SF and $42,000 CPBR 
 Send noise complaints to OES for tracking 
 Please provide suggestions for improvement 

 
Ecological 

 Ecological Task Order 



 Mitigation Task Orders 
 Species Updates 
 Migratory Bird Treaty Act Update 
 Revised definition of the Waters of the U.S. 
 EnviroNet ESR User Guides 
 Environmental Compliance 

 Product and Waste Management Manual Updates 
 Compliance Review Updates and Findings 
 Highway Operations Environmental Manual and Checklist Updates 
 MOA with ODNR for potential impacts of construction and maintenance over and in waterways 

where recreational boating activities occur 
 
Waterway Permits 

 Regulatory Updates:   
 2021 Nationwide Permit Reauthorization 
 404 and 401 Permit Approvals  
 2017 Nationwide Reauthorization 
 Clean Water Act 401 Certification Rule 

 Reminders 
 Permit Determination Request 
 Calculating Impacts 
 Plan Sheet Components 
 Compliance Inspections 

 Ohio EPA online application submittal system (eBiz) 
 Waterway Permits Manual Updates 
 New SOP for Purchase of Stream & Wetland Mitigation Credits 

 Internal Guidance Document (O drive) 
 
Cultural Resources 

  SHPO GIS Layer Addition 
 Reminders about existing guidance and procedures 

 
Policy Updates 

 Biden Administration environmental changes update – attempting to proactively prepare for anticipated 
changes from the new Administration 

 OES Guidance Release 08/13/21 
 Recreational Boating MOU Updates 
 Section 6(f) 

 LWCF Coalition Map (get list from O Drive) 
 Conversions 
 Website  

 EnviroNet Updates 
 Help Boxes 
 ESR Integration and Help Tips – mini training 
 Guidance in help boxes serve as CE Manual  
 Delete Re-Evaluation button (*NEW*) 
 Phase 5 – Release 1(a) deployed 10/20/21 
 Release 2 Tasks Assigned 
 Planned Enhancements Update – Releases 3, 4, and 5 
 Check-out/Check-in reminder 
 Comments are part of the document, no need to upload separate submissions 
 Comments remain until accepted by reviewer 

 Section 4(f) 
 Use existing templates 
 Section 4(f) FAQ (*NEW) 



 Public Involvement 
 PI Definitions clarifications added to CE guidance  
 PI Toolbox Table of Contents Hyperlinked 
 Virtual Public Meetings Reminders 
 Advertising Reminders/Updates 
 Measuring Effectiveness of Public Involvement 
 Comment Forms and Business Reply Envelopes Pilot 
 Social Media Comments Clarification 
 Organized Opposition on Environmental Grounds Clarification 
 EnviroNet Documentation Reminders 
 New Training Developed 

 Virtual Public Meetings 
 Social Media Use 
 ODOT Websites and Public Comment System 
 Writing for the Public 
 Effective Project Presentations 

 In-Person vs Virtual Public Engagement 
 VPI Tracking & Reporting 
 Please involve PIO early of upcoming public meetings and notifications 
 EDC-6 Survey  
 Public Involvement Prequalification Category Proposed 

 
2021 Guidance Release Summary 
ODOT constantly updates, refines, and enhances manuals, guidance, examples, and templates to 
improve our program.  Below is a summary of 2021 guidance releases.  All guidance 
documents/manuals/forms can be found on the ODOT website and/or ODOT’s shared network drive.  
 
February 2021 
• NEPA Assignment Poster and Brochure – replaced date in disclosure language with date of Renewal 

MOU executed 12/14/20 and noted this date must be updated anywhere the disclosure statement is 
included 

• Public Involvement Requirements – made minor language updates for clarification and added 
language requiring the use of PI templates 

• Public Involvement Toolbox – complete overhaul to announce the creation of templates and new 
updated examples for PI materials, converted PI Toolbox website to html format 

• Instructions for Starting and Finalizing an ESR in EnviroNet – to help a user prepare an ESR for a 
project in EnviroNet 

• Recreational Section 4(f) Properties FAQ – designed to assist ODOT district environmental staff, 
pre-qualified consultants, and local public agencies in the identification and coordination of 
recreational properties subject to Section 4(f) 

• ODOT NEPA File Management and Documentation Guidance – removed dropdown options under 
Ecological/Reports related to ESR and Ecological/Coordination as these were integrated into 
EnviroNet 
 

August 2021 
• Permit Determination Request – minor changes include the addition of a line addressing Section 408 

and potential impacts to a federal civil works project, minor wording edits for clarity, and a few 
impact types added to the drop down menu in the tables.   Associated PDR instructions also 
included minor revisions to reflect PDR changes and general clarity improvements. 

• Waterway Permits Manual - 2021 NWPs, Clean Water Act 401 Certification Rule, eliminate some 
repetition, minor wording changes, clarification improvements 
- Appendix B:  Application & Impact Tables – eliminated total new impact columns in impact 

tables, clarified column headers on all tables, clarified instructions for all tables  



- Appendix D: Move Permittee-responsible mitigation plan from Appendix I to Appendix D  
- Appendix E:  Flowcharts for Waterway Permits – minor process revisions  
- Appendix H:  Special Provisions Examples – updated examples  
- Appendix I:  Mitigation Materials – add mitigation plan justification examples  
- Appendix J:  Waterway Permitting Guidance for LPAs – relocated from stand-alone document on 

the WPU website to a manual appendix.  Minor wording and process changes made. 
- Fixed broken links on manual website 

• Eco Technical Guidance for Identifying Suitable Habitat for State Listed Species (2021) – updates 
included: 
- Added and removed animal species that need to be addressed during Ecological Survey Report 

(ESR) preparation based on updated county ranges and Ohio listing status (Attachment A).    
- Added a brief discussion on incorporating information into the State Listed Species subsection 

of EnviroNet ESR.  
- Added brief species habitat descriptions for select animal species that can be used in ESR 

preparation (Attachment B). 
- Updated literature source list for life history accounts and species’ habitat descriptions 

(Attachment C) 
 
Special Release  
• Change in the Applicable Waters of the U.S. Rule 

- Proactively coordinated with USACE and OEPA 
- Updated Section 2.2.1 of the 2014 Ecological Manual  
- Provided updated guidance and instructions regarding submitting a Permit Determination 

Request to OES  
   
                           
SUMMARY 
ODOT has successfully completed six years of NEPA Assignment.  During the first five years, FHWA’s 
NEPA Assignment audits were largely positive and resulted in no findings of non-compliance.  Since 
2015, we have continuously worked to improve and refine our processes.   We are now in the 
monitoring period and, as this self-assessment demonstrates, ODOT continues to strive for excellence.  
ODOT staff will continue to look for areas of improvement, monitor changes in federal regulations and 
guidance, and update our processes and trainings accordingly.  We look forward to our continued 
success and to our continued partnership with FHWA.  
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